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MEETING SUMMARY
The regional Coordination Meeting for Eastern Europe was attended by the broad ENVSEC
community from Belarus, Moldova and Ukraine: some 50 representatives of state agencies,
local authorities, academia, NGOs, mass media and project teams participated. So did 25
persons from ENVSEC Partner Organizations, other international organisations and
projects, and donor countries (please see the list of participants for details).
During the meeting, participants informed each other about recent ENVSEC activities and
new developments in and around the environmental and security hotspots in the three
countries. The discussion reconfirmed most of ENVSEC’s current geographic priorities in
Eastern Europe, and pointed to new hotspots including the Khotislav chalk quarry in
Belarus, the Kalush potash mining complex in Ukraine, the existing and new hydroengineering projects, a range of issues associated with nuclear power, and the
environmental problems of the Black Sea coast.
Among the many topics discussed were the continuing work on the elimination of pesticides in
Moldova and Belarus and of rocket fuel in Ukraine, preventing illegal logging and cross-border
transport of hazardous waste, monitoring pollution in the coal-producing region of Donetsk,
carrying out environmental assessments in Crimea, addressing the environmental dimensions of
energy security, and cooperating in many shared basins of Eastern Europe such as the Dniester,
the lower Danube, the Pripyat, the Neman and lake Drisviaty. The participants also attended the
concluding session of ENVSEC’s Scenario workshop on climate change and food security in
Eastern Europe organised in cooperation with the European Environment Agency.
Several forthcoming ENVSEC project were discussed, including climate change in the Neman
basin, the environmental dimensions of border management between Belarus and Ukraine, and
the establishment of “Aarhus centres” in Moldova-Transnistria. Part of the meeting was dedicated
to revisiting and explaining the ways the Environment and Security Initiative operates, including its
organisation structure, internal and external communication, and how new projects are initiated
and implemented.
During the meeting UNEP launched a brochure advocating ENVSEC’s "Mining for Closure"
approach in the Donetsk region in Eastern Ukraine. OSCE handed over manuals (“Waste
Watch cards”) for border guards and customs to help prevent the illegal traffic of hazardous
waste across state borders. Several ENVSEC’s agencies and the media attended the
inauguration of a flow monitoring station in Ukraine’s Lutsk region set up by NATO as part of
ENVSEC’s combined efforts towards the sustainable management of water resources in the
upper Pripyat river shared by Belarus and Ukraine.
A press conference attracted a range of regional media resulting in a good press and
television coverage (an overview of media coverage is included below). This report and the
presentations made during the meeting are available online at www.envsec.org.

SUMMARIES OF PROJECT DISCUSSIONS
Water issues and environmental policy session
Facilitators Tamara Kutonova (OSCE) and Jovanka Ignatovich (The REC)
The first part of the session was devoted to activities in the transboudary watercourses: the
Dniester (Moldova-Ukraine), the Pripyat (Ukraine-Belarus), the Danube delta (UkraineMoldova-Romania), Drisvyaty lake (Belarus-Lithuania-Latvia) and the Neman (BelarusLithuania). The projects work on a wide range of topics: improvement of legislation,
development of management plans, EIA, installation of monitoring stations, development of
GIS, field expeditions, analytical studies, publication of results and public awareness.
Recent highlights have included:
•

•
•

•

continuing active cooperation on the Dniester river with a series of meetings, joint
sampling events, a study of the transboundary monitoring network, awareness
activities, and the launch of the project’s new flood and climate component;
the official adoption of water allocation rules for the upper Pripyat, and the start of
flood mapping and monitoring in the basin;
planning of a new climate-related project on the Neman river, and active support to
the application of the Espoo convention to address the construction of a new
hydropower plant in the Belarus part of the basin;
The initiation of ENVSEC follow-up in the Danube delta and around lake Drisviaty.

Several common features admitted for these ENVSEC projects are that they:
•
•
•

•

tend to deliver substantial results with relatively little funds;
consistently facilitate a dialogue among various governmental, non-governmental
and scientific organizations;
are able to find niches based on the real yet unmet demand, thus complementing
rather than duplicating activities of other international and national organizations in
specific geographical areas;
are dedicated to clear communication of the results to the stakeholders as well as to
the broad public.

The afternoon part of the session discussed issues of general environmental policy on the
interface with security, such as illegal logging in Ukraine, the application of Strategic
Environmental Assessment on the district level in Crimea, the assessment of the evolving
state of Crimea’s environment, support to public awareness and mass media in Belarus and
Ukraine, and the idea of opening “Aarhus centres” in Moldova including in its Transnistrian
region. Some of the conclusions of the discussions were that
•
•
•

•

projects achieve their targets with tangible outcomes, yet needs remain in translating
them into policy and enforcement measures and increasing capacities for that;
further support is needed in applying common assessment and monitoring
approaches and involving all relevant stakeholders in the discussion;
ENVSEC work on awareness-raising and with mass media receives good response
from all targeted groups, further actions should focus on improved communication
between officials and the media;
the proposed establishment of “Aarhus centres” in Moldova-Transnistria is seen as a
good example of how to enhance access to information and public participation in
environmental decision-making.

Waste, pollution and industry session
Facilitators Susanne Michaelis (NATO), Raul Daussa and Tamara Kutonova (OSCE)
Overall in the area of waste, pollution and industry ENVSEC focuses on a range of specific
security-related problems for which it has developed capacities to offer practical solutions.
Evidently the value of such interventions is well recognised. At the same time ENVEC sees
itself as a catalyst rather a source of support for major (re-)construction work, those remain
in the hands of national authorities, development banks and similar mechanisms.
Several ENVSEC projects focus on reducing the risks associated with the depots on
obsolete pesticides in near-border locations and transboundary basins. Moldova’s Ministry
of Defence gave an overview of the situation in the country: after the destruction of about
1300 tonnes under the World Bank / GEF project in 2006-8, another 1300 tonnes are
waiting for NATO funds to be destroyed and an additional 4000 tonnes were buried in longterm storages. OSCE estimated the amount of pesticides stocked in the Transnistrian
region and not covered by the previous project at below 100 tonnes; an inventory would be
an essential first step for ENVSEC’s action, and the OSCE is in a dialogue with
Transnistrian authorities. Under NATO’s project on pesticide destruction in Belarus, an
experimental plasma reactor was completed; if it indeed can be scaled up, Belarus could
take a leading role in the region in destroying persistent organic pollutants. Meanwhile
Belarus with ENVSEC’s help continues field studies of pollution at two depots of obsolete
pesticides in the south and the west of the country.
OSCE is leading the destruction of 16,200 tonnes of toxic oxidiser of rocket fuel (mélange)
in Ukraine. The project was initiated through a NATO/OSCE workshop in 2005 under
ENVSEC umbrella. From there it has been taken up by OSCE which raised over €13 million
for the transport of mélange and its destruction in Russia.
A number of ENVSEC projects are active in the field of industrial pollution and energy. State
Environment Protection Department of the Donetsk Oblast, Ukraine, presented work on
monitoring environmental pollution, especially in water and air, and the dissemination of the
obtained data via the Internet. (Other ENVSEC activities in the region focussed on training
journalists, assisting the authorities in producing and publishing updated state-of-theenvironment reports, and a detailed assessment and inventory of environmental risks from
Donetsk coal mining and its waste.) Following ENVSEC’s energy-environment workshop in
2009, the Energy Institute of Belarus Academy of Science is working on environmental
scenarios to support the National Energy Security Strategy. A NATO-supported project in
the exclusion zone of Chernobyl in Belarus continues to study the distribution of radioactive
elements in soil, water, animal and plant species. Ukraine spoke about the issues of
managing its radioactive waste, where recommendations to improve the state of the art
could lead to a joint activity with NATO / ENVSEC.
In the area of managing state borders, ENVSEC aims at raising capacities to detect illegal
traffic of hazardous waste. The first batch of "Waste(s) Watch” cards* was handed by OSCE
to the representatives from the region. Belarus’s Border Guard Authority suggested that
ENVSEC supports the demarcation of the state border with Ukraine contaminated after the
Chernobyl accident: specifically, assistance is needed in measuring and mapping
radioactive contamination to ensure the efficiency and safety of demarcating work.

*

Waste(s) Watch cards are a set of quick-reference cards with practical information on waste and its
transboundary transportation. They were designed a tool to raise capacity of border authorities to better
detect and prevent illegal transboundary transportation of waste.

MEETING AGENDA
15 february 2011 [wednesday]

16:00

DEVELOPMENT OF CLIMATE AND SECURITY SCENARIOS FOR EASTERN EUROPE*
Joint concluding session (lead by OSCE and EEA)
Goals and approach
Findings, results and conclusions

17:00

ENVSEC REGIONAL MEETING FOR EASTERN EUROPE
Introduction
Greetings (OSCE, UNEP, UNECE, UNDP, The REC, NATO, country representatives)
Introduction of participants (all)
Environment and Security initiative: introduction and the objectives of the meeting (UNEP)

17 february 2011 [thursday]

9:00

ENVSEC REGIONAL MEETING FOR EASTERN EUROPE (continued)
Approach and priorities
Environment and Security initiative: principles of defining priorities (UNEP)
Eastern Europe five years after: mapping the issues (all)
ENVSEC work programme
Introduction into the work programme (UNEP)

11:30

Work in parallel sessions: discussion of on-going, recently completed and forthcoming ENVSEC projects.
Projects are to be introduced by the representatives of project teams from the countries and/or country
presences of ENVSEC partner organisations, everyone is encouraged to take part in the discussion, keeping
in mind time limitations (15 to 20 minutes per project depending on its scope). The discussions will be cofacilitated by ENVSEC partner organisations.
Water issues and environmental policy
Dniester III including climate change
Pripyat including flood monitoring
Danube delta
lake Drisviaty
Neman EIA and climate change
Illegal logging
Crimea SEA and monitoring
Awareness and mass media
Aarhus centres in Moldova

16:00

Waste, pollution, industry
Pesticides in Moldova
Pesticides in Transnistria (RM)
Pesticides in Belarus
Rocket fuel in Ukraine
Donetsk coal and information
Waste trafficking
Energy security and the environment
Study of the Chernobyl zone in Belarus
Disposal of radioactive waste
Environmental aspects of border demarcation

Further development of the Initiative
Developing ENVSEC projects: balance among issues, interests and possibilities (UNEP, OSCE)
Science for Peace and Security programme as a project implementation vehicle (NATO)
Levels of ENVSEC coordination:
- international organisations-partners of the initiative
- regional coordination
- coordination within the countries
ENVSEC vs. cooperation priorities (donor countries and international organisations)
Discussion, questions, answers (all)
Conclusion of the meeting

MEDIA COVERAGE
Євроінтеграція – Екологія
7-minute trailer http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4pZwwK0Oow
full version http://dev.envsec.org/movies/lvivTV_envsecmeeting_feb2011_UKR.mpeg
http://www.envsec.org/movies/lvivTV_envsecmeeting_feb2011_UKR.mpeg
У Львові обговорять екологічну безпеку Східної Європи
http://zaxid.net/newsua/2011/2/16/102022/
http://news.join.ua/read/14/22/93/82/
http://izmail-forever.my1.ru/news/vo_lvove_obsudjat_ehkologicheskuju_bezopasnost_vostochnoj_evropy/2011-02-16-3013
Про екологічну безпеку Східної Європи говоритимуть у Львові
http://www.edu-mns.org.ua/ukr/news/?id=2137
http://www.ldu.mns.gov.ua/index.php?id=56&tx_ttnews[pS]=1268138237&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=574&tx_ttnews[backPid]=56&tx_ttn
ews[pointer]=2&cHash=180ba90856
Ініціатива «Навколишнє середовище та безпека»
http://www.ids.org.ua/ukr/news/print.php?id=14016
http://www.mediastar.net.ua/top/9108-17-lyutogo.html
http://vgolos.com.ua/anonsy/index.html?day=17&month=2&year=2011
В Україну завозять небезпечні відходи під виглядом гуманітарної допомоги
http://galinfo.com.ua/news/83408.html
http://news.ukrhome.net/content/1827808/
Вiдходи пiд виглядом “гуманiтарки”
http://www.e2.expres.ua/nomer/5614
Митники та прикордонники отримають картки з описом небезпечних відходів
http://zaxid.net/newsua/2011/2/18/90017/
http://www.vsinovyny.com/2823561
http://www.glavport.net/ua/lastnews/?id=2051473&
http://www.ukr.net/news/mitniki_ta_prikordonniki_otrimajut_kartki_z_opisom_nebezpechnih_v_dhod_v-5356714-1.html
З території України вивезено понад 3,5 тис. т рідкого ракетного палива
http://zik.com.ua/ua/news/2011/02/21/273370
У березні митників навчатимуть не допускати на територію держави ввезення
відходів
http://eko.portal.lviv.ua/news/2011/02/18/093427.html
http://www.zelenysvit.org.ua/?page=news_view&cat=1&id=38650
http://ua.greensua.org/news/2011/02/21/125655.html
До весни Львівщину планують очистити від меланжу
http://eko.portal.lviv.ua/news/2011/02/18/083437.html
http://epl.org.ua/novini/backPid/1/article/3698/
http://ua.greensua.org/news/2011/02/18/121046.html
http://news.meta.ua/themes/71627/
НАТО профінансувало протипаводкову станцію моніторингу на річці Дністер
http://zaxid.net/newsua/2011/2/17/185024/
Нова гідрометеорологічна станція у Луцьку за 33 тис. євро запобігатиме паводкам
http://zik.com.ua/ua/news/2011/02/18/273214
http://vip.volyn.ua/news/nova-g-drometeorolog-chna-stants-ya-u-lutsku-za-33-tisyach-vro-zapob-gatime-pavodkam-ta-povenya
НАТО спонсорує нову систему моніторингу ризику повеней в Україні і Білорусі
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/SID-69762261-905A1FB9/natolive/news_70692.htm?selectedLocale=uk
33 тисячі євро – на запобігання паводкам та повеням на Волині
http://perec.in.ua/news/6259/
NATO sponsors new flood risk monitoring system in Ukraine and Belarus
http://democraticbelarus.eu/node/11606
http://www.usw.com.ua/forum/topics/nato-sponsors-new-flood-risk
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